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Name of Facility: Unit 2 Salt Conveyor 
 

Goal of Closure: • Closure for future commercial/industrial use. 
 

Site Investigation Area: 
 

• Size:  Approximately 20 feet by 120 feet [Ref. 4]. 
• Location: Southeast corner of Unit 2 [Ref. 4]. 
• Current Status/Features:  This LOU is no longer active 

and the equipment has been removed from the area. 
 

Description: 
 

• A rubber belt conveyor was used on a temporary basis to 
transfer sodium chloride salt into rail cars at a rail siding 
adjacent the southeast corner of Unit 2 [Ref. 1].  A small 
portion of the salt stored in Unit 2 was shipped to another 
out-of-state facility [Ref. 3]. 

• Transfer of salt from Unit 2 to the conveyor belt was 
accomplished by front-end loader [Ref. 1].  The conveyor 
loaded the salt into the rail cars [Ref. 4]. 

• Most of the salt in Unit 2 was eventually used as feedstock 
for the on-site sodium chlorate plant [Ref. 4]. 

• The conveyor belt was operational in the early 1990s [Ref. 
4]. 

• Spilled salt was swept up and returned to the Unit 2 salt 
storage [Ref. 1]. 

 
 

Process Waste Streams Associated with 
LOU 42 

Known or Potential Constituents Associated 
with LOU 42 

Spillage of salt during transfer • Salt (sodium chloride) 
 

 
Overlapping and Adjacent 
LOUs: 

The following LOUs overlap or are adjacent to LOU 42: 
Overlapping LOUs 
• None 
Adjacent LOUs 
• LOU 36 (Former Satellite Accumulation Point, Unit 3, 

Maintenance Shop) – Located east (cross-gradient) of 
LOU 42. 

• LOU 59 (Storm Sewer System) –- A branch of LOU 59 
runs north-south along Seventh Street approximately 50 
feet east of LOU 42. 

LOUs 36 and 59 are cross-gradient of LOU 42 and no 
releases are known to have occurred from either LOU; 
therefore, they are not considered to affect LOU 42.  As a 
result, the addition of other chemical classes related to the 
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Phase B Analytical Plan for LOU 42 is not required. 
For detailed information on the LOUs listed above, please 
refer to the specific LOU data package. 
 

Other LOUs Potentially Affecting 
Soils in LOU 42: 
 

• None 

Known or Potential Chemical 
Classes: 
 

• Wet chemistry analytes 
 

Known or Potential Release 
Mechanisms: 
 

• Potential impacts to surrounding soils from surface 
releases. 

• Salt spills to the ground from the Unit 2 Salt Conveyor 
occurred regularly; however, they were routinely swept up 
and removed before the salt could dissolve [Ref 1]. 

• Rainwater could dissolve the salt and transport the 
solution to subsurface soils and nearby storm sewers [Ref. 
1]. 

 
Results of Historical Sampling: 
 

• No known historical soil sampling was identified in the 
documents reviewed. 

• Downgradient monitoring wells (M-97 and M-13) are 
routinely tested for perchlorate, total chromium, TDS, 
nitrate, and chlorate as part of a routine groundwater 
monitoring program [Ref. 4].  Results from routine 
groundwater monitoring are presented in LOU 42 Table 1. 

 
Did Historical Samples Address 
Potential Release? 
 

• No 

Summary of Phase A SAI: 
 

Soil 
• None specifically conducted for this LOU.  The closest soil 

boring (SA04) is approximately 440 feet north 
(downgradient) of LOU 42 and was not specifically 
sampled to evaluate this LOU [Ref. 2].   

Groundwater 
• None specifically conducted for this LOU.  The closest 

well sampled (M-13) is approximately 450 feet northeast 
(downgradient) of LOU 42 and was not specifically 
sampled to evaluate this LOU [Ref. 2]. 

 
Boring SA04 is located a significant distance from LOU 42; 
therefore, the constituents detected in this boring are not 
representative of soil conditions at LOU 42. 
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Are Phase A Sample Locations 
in “Worst Case” Areas? 
 

• No 

Is Phase B Investigation 
Recommended? 
 

• Yes 

Proposed Phase B Soil 
Investigation/Rationale: 
 

• The Phase B Source Area Investigation of LOU 42 
consists of drilling one judgmental soil boring (SA135) 
within the boundaries of LOU 42. 

• The proposed soil boring along with the analytical program 
to evaluate soil samples from LOU 42 are listed on Table 
A – Soil Sampling and Analytical Plan for LOU 42. 

 
Proposed Phase B Constituents 
List for Soils: 
 

The judgmental sample location (SA135) will be analyzed for 
LOU-specific constituents consisting of the following: 
 

• Wet chemistry analytes 
 
The judgmental sample location (SA135) will also be analyzed 
for the following constituents for area-wide coverage 
purposes: 
 

• Metals (Phase A list) 
• Perchlorate 
• Hexavalent chromium 
• Radionuclides 
• Dioxins/furans 
• Asbestos 

 
Proposed Phase B Groundwater 
Investigation/Rationale: 

• The Phase B groundwater investigation of LOU 42 
consists of collecting groundwater samples from four 
locations to evaluate local groundwater conditions and as 
part of a Site-wide evaluation of constituent trends in 
groundwater. 

- Well M-144 within LOU 42 will be used to evaluate 
local and area-wide groundwater conditions. 

- Three (3) wells (M-143, M-97, and M-13) located 
north (downgradient) of LOU 42 will be sampled.   

- All four wells along with the analytical program to 
evaluate groundwater samples associated with 
LOU 42 are listed on Table B – Groundwater 
Sampling and Analytical Plan for LOU 42. 

 
Proposed Phase B Constituents 
List for Groundwater: 
 

Groundwater samples will be analyzed for the following 
analytes: 
 

• Metals (Phase A list) 
• Hexavalent chromium 
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• Perchlorate 
• Wet chemistry analytes 
• VOCs 
• SVOCs 
• Organochlorine pesticides 
• Radionuclides 

 
Proposed Phase B Soil Gas 
Investigation/Rationale: 
 

• None proposed specifically for this LOU. 
 

References: 
 

1. Kleinfelder, 1993, Environmental Conditions Assessment, 
Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporation, Henderson, Nevada 
Facility, April 15, 1993 (Final) 

2. ENSR, 2007a, Phase A Source Area Investigation 
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3. Environmental Answers, Email Communication, May 13, 
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4. Tronox, Susan Crowley, Verbal Communication, May 12, 
2008. 
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