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Dear Mr. Paque,

The NDEP has investigated the differences observed in metals concentrations between the data 
from the TRX RZ-A area collected by TRX in 2009 and the McCullough Range background 
samples collected by BRC-Timet in 2005. NDEP has discovered that the laboratories that 
analyzed the samples used various digestion methods that appear to have affected the reported 
metals results. NDEP observed that not all of the metals analyzed reacted in the same way to the 
variations in the digestion method and that some of the observed differences in the data may not 
be due to digestion method variations. Additionally, there may be other reasons for the 
differences observed between the datasets (e.g. geologic, etc.) that have not been investigated in 
detail in reports submitted by TRX to NDEP. Therefore, based on the observed results and the 
lack of other rationale or investigation and to further reduce potential for unacceptable exposure 
to soil contamination. NDEP has determined that the RZ-A dataset is appropriate for backaround 
comparisons regardless oflhe laboratory used for analysis at the TRX facility.

Please note that based on the current schedule for compliance with the December 14, 2010 
Order, NDEP does not anticipate being able to review any other documents for the determination 
of the most appropriate background dataset for TRX. Therefore TRX is expected to abide by 
this decision and move forward with background comparisons as needed using the data from RZ- 
A as part of future health risk assessment documents. Please contact the undersigned with any 
questions at sharbour@ndep.nv.gov or 775-687-9332.

Sincerely,
/ '

- Shannon 1 [arbour, P.E.
Staff Engineer III 
Bureau of Corrective Actions 
Special Projects Branch 
NDEP-Carson City Office 
Fax: 775-687-8335
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EC: Jim Najima, Bureau of Correclive Actions, NDEP 
Greg Lovato, Bureau of Corrective Actions, NDEP 
Carolyn Tanner, AG’s Office, Carson City. NV 
Brenda Pohlmann, City of Henderson
Mitch Kaplan, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Region 9
Ebrahim Junta, Air Quality and Environmental Management
Kathryn Hoffmann, Air Quality and Environmental Management
Mike Skromyda, Tronox LLC
Michael J. Foster, Tronox LLC
Keith Bailey, Environmental Answers LLC
Susan Crowley, Tronox LLC (Contractor)
Deni Chambers, Northgate Environmental
Brian Rakvica, McGinlcy and Associates
Joe McGinley, McGinley & Associates
Barry Conaty, Holland & Hart LLP
Ranajit Sahu, BRC
Rick Kellogg, BRC
Mark Paris, Landvvell
Craig Wilkinson, TIMET
Kirk Stowers, Broadbent & Associates
Victoria Tyson, Tyson Contracting
George Crouse, Syngenta Crop Protection, Inc.
Nick Pogonchcff, PES Environmental
Lee Erickson, Stauffer Management Company
Michael Bcllotti, Olin Corporation
Curt Richards, Olin Corporation
Paul Sundberg, Montrose Chemical Corporation
Joe Kelly, Montrose Chemical Corporation of CA
Jeff Gibson, AMPAC
Larry Cummings, AMPAC
Joe Leedy, Clean Water Team
Kathryn Hoffmann, Clean Water Team
Paul Black, Neptune and Company, Inc.
Kelly Black, Neptune and Company, Inc.
Tcri Copeland, Neptune and Company, Inc.
Kurt I'ehling, The Fchling Group, LLC 
Joanne Otani
Dave Gratson, Neptune and Company, Inc.

CC: Susan Crowley, C/O Tronox LLC, PO Box 55, Henderson, NV 89009 
Lee Erickson, Stauffer Management Company
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